Texas Public Policy Foundation, James Leininger, and Rick Perry

The Texas Public Policy Foundation is usually described as a “conservative think tank” or a “right wing think tank.”  Neither is adequately descriptive. It is not dedicated to “thinking” but to advocacy.  Its staff produces a steady stream of papers aimed not at exploring the implications of facts and observations (which one might describing as “thinking”) but rather at arguing in any remotely plausible way for a set of predetermined positions based on the several specific ideological and economic interests. The ideologies are a mixture of Christian revisionism, libertarianism, neoliberalism, and neo-conservatism.   The aim is to attack a range of basic American political and social values, some going back to the American Revolution, and some more recent.  These values include respect for the environment, and more basically perhaps love of the land, respect for science and for the autonomy of science, separation of church and state, the idea that the government must be limited by individual rights and courts must safeguard those rights, the idea that the right to contract includes the right to organize, and the idea that economic activity must be regulated in the public interest, and the idea that it is a fundamental task of government to provide a “level playing field” of economic opportunity for all—not protect entrenched classes or given advantage to the already wealthy. 

Specifically with regard to higher education, positions of the Texas Public Policy Foundation include opposition to tenure, opposition to faculty control of the curriculum, opposition to government funding for institutions, advocacy of a system of vouchers, requiring teaching “evolution science” as an alternative “theory” in biology, denial of global warming, and basing pay on externally imposed “performance measures” in teaching and research. Governor Perry’s “seven breakthrough solutions” come directly from the Texas Public Policy Foundation, and his two “education summits” calling together regents from systems around the state have been showcases for Texas Public Foundation arguments.   

The Texas Public Policy Foundation was founded and is still supported by James Leininger, who has also devoted very substantial resources to assure the election of proponents of bible-based views of biology to the Texas School Board.   Leininger is also a major donor to very far right political candidates, including Rick Perry.  Other supporters include the Koch Family Foundation and the Charles Lambe Family Foundation, which is also a Koch family activity.  Fred G. Koch, who established the family fortune, was a founder of the John Birch Society. Charles Koch was a founder of the Cato Institute in 1977, according to SourceWatch.   

 Although its manifest intent is to influence legislation, The Texas Public Policy Foundation is in itself a  501 (c) charitable non-profit foundation.  Evidently this is because it does not directly support individual candidates or legislative actions.  Rather, it provides arguments.  Leininger personally provides the financial support for individuals seeking election or reelection. 

The Texas Public Policy Foundation Website is: http://www.texaspolicy.com/

James Leininger pages Religious Freedom Coalition Website. http://www.tylwythteg.com/enemies/leininger.html
Leininger page from Source Watch Wiki. http://www.sourcewatch.org/index.php?title=James_R._Leininger

Houston Chronicle Clay Robison column: Summit cash goes to Perry, not students.
http://130.80.29.3/disp/commnts.mpl/editorial/robison/5801565.html
Lt. Governor Perry’s Press Release on SPECIAL COMMISSION ON 21ST CENTURY COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

http://www.senate.state.tx.us/75r/Senate/Commit/archive/21min/pr99/p092799a.htm
Other links relevant to higher education policy discussions

Measuring up: National Report Card on Higher Education (2006)

http://measuringup.highereducation.org/default.cfm
Higher Ed Info general site on education measures

http://www.higheredinfo.org/
The National Center For Public Policy and Higher Education The National Center for Public Policy and Higher Education promotes public policies that enhance Americans' opportunities to pursue and achieve high-quality education and training beyond high school. As an independent, nonprofit, nonpartisan organization, the National Center prepares action-oriented analyses of pressing policy issues facing the states and the nation regarding opportunity and achievement in higher education-including two- and four-year, public and private, for-profit and nonprofit institutions. The National Center communicates performance results and key findings to the public, to civic, business and higher education leaders, and to state and federal leaders who are poised to improve higher education policy.

Established in 1998, the National Center is not affiliated with any institution of higher education, with any political party, or with any government agency; it receives continuing, core financial support from a consortium of national foundations that includes The Pew Charitable Trusts and The Ford Foundation.
http://www.highereducation.org/reports/calcomp/callen10.shtml
Media Transparency This is an organization devoted to documenting the money trails beind the web of “conservative” media outlets. It includes news on books and other publications on the same topic.  http://www.mediatransparency.org/default.php 

SourceWatch, is like Media Transparency.org in content, but organized as a wiki.  According to its own introduction: 
	. SourceWatch is a collaborative project of the Center for Media and Democracy to produce a directory of the people, organizations and issues shaping the public agenda. A primary purpose of SourceWatch is documenting the PR and propaganda activities of public relations firms and public relations professionals engaged in managing and manipulating public perception, opinion and policy. SourceWatch also includes profiles on think tanks, industry-funded organizations and industry-friendly experts that work to influence public opinion and public policy on behalf of corporations, governments and special interests. Over time, SourceWatch has broadened to include others involved in public debates including media outlets, journalists, government agencies, activists and nongovernmental organizations. Unlike some other wikis, SourceWatch has a policy of strict referencing, and is overseen by a paid editor. SourceWatch has 42,926 articles.

	

	


The url is http://www.sourcewatch.org/index.php?title=SourceWatch

